
Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI)

Note: SPI is a statistic computed from precipitation. A gamma distribution
is fit to the precipitation values that compose the time series. By convention,
this begins in 1950. If the user selects Jun-Aug 2024, all Jun-Aug precipitation
values for each grid cell are fit to a gamma distribution and effectively 
assigned a Z-score. New runs are very slow (6-10 minutes). The time series at
the bottom is always a bar chart. Importantly, the time series sums all the
precipitation for the entire geography for each year and computes a time series
from that sum. This essentially gives wetter areas more weight. Right below the
map is a grid cell average. This is different than the value in the time series. If a
specific SPI analysis has not been run before, it can take 6-10 minutes to run. 
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When the Map Type of SPI is selected, the Map Theme and Start Year 
   are automatically chosen
The time series is a combined average, this is different than the grid cell average
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